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Search for CAS.
dean continues

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., DAY PARADE -- PHOTOS PAGEs

• No recommendations were
yielded the first time

The State lheatre in
downtown St. Petersburg
is host to musical ads
that appeal to a range of
ages and tastes.

BY SHAWN GEARHART
STAFF WRITER
After bringing four candidates
to USF St. Petersburg for interviews but ~ding no one it could·
agree to recommend, the College
of Arts & Sciences dean search
committee decided to continue the
process.
. r
The committee was formed in
early November 2005 by Karen A.
White, USF St. Petersburg's
regional chancellor. "I:he committee's main purpose was to narrow
the list of candidates and offer a
recommendation to V. Mark
Durand, head of Academic Affairs.
Durand would then make a decision with input by the committee.
The committee met on four
occasions and narrowed the list
from approximately 40 applicants
to four. Those candidates were
then invited to the campus for
interviews.
The interviews took place
during the last week of November
and the first two weeks of December 2005. However, the committee,
chaired by journalism professor
Robert Dardenne, was unable to
arrive at a consensus, as no candidates received strong support from
all members.
·~ of the candidates were
good choices," Dardenne said.
"The unique campus that we have
here made it harder to choose the
right person:'
The university is taking applications until mid-February. The
search committee is also looking at
applicants that did not make the
original deadline. Once the application deadline has passed, the
committee will once again narrow
the list to three or four individu.als. A recommendation for the
position is expected to be made by
the committee shortly after the
interviews take place on campus.
If everything goes smoothly, the
new dean will begin his or her
duties in fall 2006.
Winston T. Bridges, the interim
dean of the College of Arts &
Sciences, is expected to stay on
through the spring semes~er.

'~

-- STORY PAGEs

MARCHING BAND -- The Martin Luther King, Jr., High School bandfrom Lithonia, Georgia, proudly joined the 21" Annual
Justice Parade as the only high school in Georgia named after the civil rights leader.

Miss a few movies last
year? Not to worry...
Take a look back at the
10 best flicks of 2005.

-- STORY PAGE 7

USFSP: Ready for your clo~e up?
• V. Mark Durand led arecent info
session on SACS accreditation
BY ANTHONY SALVEGGI
EDITOR
Before about 35 faculty, staff and
students, Regional Vice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs V. Mark Durand
led a one-hour information session on
January 20 to help prepare the
campus for the next stage in its quest
for separate accreditation.
And if there was one message he
stressed, it was for everyone to be on
their best behavior.
I
From: February 7-9, 10 representatives of the Commission'on Colleges
of the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools will visit USF St.
Petersburg to study the university,
look at its records, and talk to various
members of the campus community.
"We want to be as nice as we possibly can to these folks," Durand said.
Two years ago, USF St. Petersburg
submitted a revised application for
separate accreditation. It then
received approval from SACS to
complete a Compliance Certification
and schedule a site visit.
That certification, which was

returned to SACS on January 4, 2006,
to hold off on recommending accredisuccessful in achieving its stated
objectives:'
responded to 175 items that covered a
tation and instead choose to make a
During the me.eting, Durand
variety of issues, including goverreturn visit next year or the year
emphasized that regardless of whether following.
nance, educational programs, and the
However, he was optimistic that
the campus is granted separate
handling of finances.
accreditation in Jtine, it will continue
On the last day of their site visit,
the site visit would go well.
members of the visiting committee
to be accredited by virtue of being a
"The good news is all these people
will meet with USF St. Petersburg's
part of the USF System.
(site visitors) are coming from places
Dui:and said his "worst case
like ours;' Durand said.
SACS Leadership Team for an exit
interview and give them the outcome
scenario" would be that the relative
of their findings.
newness of USF St. Petersburg's
--· To view the compliance docume~t,
Then, in June, SACS will officially
go to www.stpt.usf.edu/sacsreview/.
programs would cause the site visitors
vote of whether to grant
separate accreditation to
the campus.
~though accreditation
is technically a voluntary
Although USF St. Petersburg is already
However, there is another reason why USF St.
process, it is important
accredited by SACS by being a part of the Univer- Petersburg is going through this time-consuming
for schools that want to
sity of South Florida System, Durand explained
process - the Florida legislature mandated it.
that separate accreditation will have multiple
Durand said that as Florida continues to
show dedication to quality higher education.
benefits for the campus.
grow, the legislature doesn't want to create new
universities for each region of the·state. So sepaOn one level, it will help the campus distinAccording to the Princiguish
itself
through
branding,
allowing
it
to
rate
accreditation for regional campuses is a way
ples of A-ccreditation
showcase itself as an academically autonomous
to solve the problem of accommodating more
document on the SACS
Web site, "Accreditation
place of higher learning. And because it will be a students.
indicates that an instituunique university, USF St. Petersburg will be able
Because of that mandate, USF St. Petersburg
tion maintains clearly
to apply for grants it would otherwise be ineligi- has the chance to be a pioneer. Currently, none of
specified educational
ble for if USF had already received the same
the other state universities in Florida have a
grant funding.
separately accredited regional campus.
objectives that are consistent with its mission and
Once it is accredited, the campus will also be
"We think this will be a model for the other
able
to
open
up
major
new
degree
programs.
appropriate-to the degrees
inStitutions," Durand said.
it offers, and that it is

Separate Accreditation --The Big Deal

•

.
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One.:minute news

news

BY ANTHONY SALVEGGI
EDITOR

lecture: Regulating Artificial
Reproduction -- David Archard, director of
the Institute for Philosophy and Public Policy at the
University of Lancaster, United Kingdom, will
deliver a speech titled "Regulating Artificial Reproductionw January 27 at 2:30 p.m. in Davis 130.
: Archard is here at the invitation of Hugh Lafollette,
·· Cole Chair in Ethics.

!

Contest to showcase
USFSP writers
• Campus response will influence future competitions
BYEM~A SYLVESTER
STAFF WRITER
The Society for the Advancement of Poynter Library is having its 20th Annual Bayboro
Fiction Contest Students wishing to compete and test their story telling skills can submit an
original short story in hopes of being chosen .as one of the top three.
This is the first year since the contest started that it
has·been open to only University of South Florida St.
Petersburg students.
"We hope we will get a good turnouti' said Kathy
Arsenault, dean of Nelson Poynter Memorial Library.
• The contest was started by
Whether there is a strong response from USFSP
members of the SAPL who were
students will determine if the o:mtest will remain
very interested in creative writing.
closed to this campus or return to an open competition
among all campuses.
• Contestants submit two copies
Last year's fiist and second place winners were
of their previously unpublished
graduate students in creative writing from the Tampa
short
stories.
campus, a result that precipitated the change. There
was a tie for third place and. one of those two students
• The entries should be 2000
was also a graduate student in creative writing at the
words
or less.
Tampa. The other third place winner was from the
Sarasota campus.
• According to the contest Web
"We wanted to level the playing field;' saiq Arsepage, entries should be doublenault. She also explained that it is the SAPI.:s goal to
spaced
on one side of standard
see the prize money benefit students at the local
letter-size
paper. The title and the
campus.
page
numbers
should also be on
According to·its contest Web page, the SAPL is
the
story.
looking for "a fictional narrative in which a character ·
or characters are changed or learn from the plot crisis .
• All entries are judged anonyand resolution:'
mously, so names are not on the
Contestants may submit only one story, which must
actual
stories.
be ~,000 words or less.
"We would like the one story that
• Be sure to keep an original for
the student considers his or her best
yourself,
as copies will not be
work," said Arsenault.
"We hope
In order to be eligible to enter,
returned.
we will get
students must be registered part or
• If suitable entries are not
agood
full-time at USF St. Petersburg for the
received, the SAPL re~erves the
2006 spring semester.
turnout:'
right to not award prizes.
The deadline for all entries is
__ Kathy
April 7, 2006. They will be judged by
two members of the Society for the
• Applications can be found
Arsenault
online at the Web site. ·
Advancement of Poynter Libr~ and
two librarians.
'
• Entries should be dropped off .
The first prize winner receives $250, the second
at, or mailed to:
prize winner $150, and the third prize winner $50. All
Bayboro Fiction Contest
winning stories will be published on the Poynter
Nelson Poynter Memorial library
Library Web site.
USF
St. Petersburg
"We ask them to proVide us with an elec~onic copy
140
7th Ave. S.
and we put it on the Web site;' said Arsenault. Prize
St. Petersburg, Fl 33701
winners are required to submit a Microsoft Word electronic copy.
A copy of the winning stories may also be published
in the SAPL Newsletter, as was done with the top two
winners in 2004.

About the contest

--· Contest guidelines and previous years' winners can be
viewed at http://www.nelson.usfedu/sapl/contest.html.

National Leadership
Honor Society inducts
new members
BYANTHONY SALVEGGI
EDITOR
The USF St. Petersburg circle of Omicron
Delta Kappa announces the induction of
Elizabeth Austin, Shannon Chisolm, Erin
Dipple, Nicole Gossman, Stephanie Handal,
Anastasia King and Charles Thompson into
its National Leadership Honor Society.
Prospective members must be nominated
to join the society, which was established last
year on campus to recognize exemplary
students. Nominees must be at least undergraduate juniors, rank in tlfe top 35 percent of
their cl~ss in grade point average, and demonstrate leadership in at least one of five areas:
scholarship; athletics; campus or community
service; journalism, speech and the mass
media; and creative and performing arts.

Mentalist Makes Campus
Appearance -- ESP mentalist and entertainer Alain Nu will appear at USF St. Petersburg on
January 27 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. in Davis 130. Nu
has been featured on tfie TLC television specials
"The Mysterious World of Alain Nu;' where he has
exhibited his gift for"mind-power"demonstrations. For more information, contact the Harborside Activities Board at 553-4599 or visit
www.nu-magic.com.

USF Ambassadors Seeking
Members -- USF Ambassadors, astudent
organization sponsored by the USF Alumni Association, is seeking new members as part of its annual
recruitment. The group serves the University by
attending high-profile events and networking with
alumni, donors and friends of USF. Applicants must
have at least a 2.7 GPA, 12 credit hours earned, ~nd
not be graduating until next spring at the earliest.
Applications can be picked up from Kate Giglio,
alumni affairs coordinator, in the Williams House.
Applications are due February 17.

GIVE A CHILD THE COURAGE TO

READ TO THE WORLD WHILE
FARNIN~

Vnl IINTFFR l-lniiRS I

By giving two hours a week, you can teach a child to read. As a YMCA
READS! Mentor, you will work on a one-to-one basis with local first and
second grade students, eam community service hours and receive valuable
training, all while helping students improve academic performance and build
self-esteem. Be a child's tutor, friend and key to a brighter future.

To vohmteer, orfor flll'ther info11nlltUJn,
ple~~U conlllct Crispin W'lllill~mlll cwi~org

Jf

YMCA of Greater St. PetersbUr~

~

""''ut~t"ffi'U.CH'9

1

Strmgt/lelriltg/t~MiliD- one - " u td • tiMe.

3200 First Avenue South

St Petersburg, FL 33712
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Anthony Salveggi
usfcrowsnest@yahoo.com
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Ill lOllS

DESIGN EDITOR

Monica Wieruszewski
monicawieruszewski@tampabay.rr.com

Alook back at the Christm ...
er, holiday season

STAFF WRITER

Christina Castellana
christinacast@aol.com
STAFF WRITER

Shawn Gearhart
~gearhar@mail.usf.edu

STAFF WRITER

BY CHRIS GEORGE

Justin Lowery
sevennationmayhem@yahoo.com

CONTRIBUTING
COLUMNIST

STAFF WRITER

'

Emma Sylvester
ershadowkat@aol.com

"It ·is definitely aday

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

be proud of because

Mary Russell

it brings out the best

our country should

mrussell~ampabay.rr.com

in people. Like when

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

aman showed me a

Rachel Turner
rae_cr@yahoo.com

remarkable sense of

ADVERTISING MANAGER
Michelle Bocchino

mbocchin@mail.usf.edu

giving in aparking
lot at K-Mart. So
whatif he was giving
me the finger? The·

ADVISER

Dee Graham
ekgraham@mail.usf.edu

point is that he cared
enough to do it."

The (row's Nest
ABOUT •• lhe Crow~ Nest is a
student-run publication that has
served the faculty, staff and
students of the Unive~ty of
South Florida St. Petersburg since
1969. The newspaper is
published in the fall and spring
semesters and contains news
stories, features and entertainment pieces we believe are of
interest to our readership. Since
spring 200S, lheCrow~Nesthas
been published on aweekly
basis. lhe Crow1 Nest is funded
each semester by a ponion of
revenue generated from Activities
and Services fees as weU as
advertising revenue. The continued support of the paper is
essential to providing the campus
with an unfiltered look at the
issues affecting~ and the
surrounding area.
DISTRIBUTION -- We distribute
1,000 copies of the newspaper
each Wednesday to the various
departments around campus. You
can pick up the latest copy of the
newspaper each V/ednesday at
the following locations: Campus
Activ~ies Center, Fitness Center,
Fa complex, Davis Hall student
lounge, Barnes &Noble Bookstore, Bayboro Bookstore (in~de,
between the store and the
Tavern). outside the entrance to
the Bayboro computer lab,
Bayboro downstairs just i~de
the west entran(e, the Academic
Success Center, the Marine
Sciences lab, Poynter library
(rack next to the circulation
desk), upstairs throughout Davis
and Coquina Halls, and the
College of Business. We also

deliver to the academic and
administrative offices for the
faculty and staff within, including
Academk Affairs, Student Affairs,
the Regional Chancellors offke,
Snell HouseandWil6amsHouse.
If 11le Crow~ Nest is not being
delivered to a location near you,
please contact us at
usfcrowsnest@yahoo.com or
"(727) 553-4113, and we will
make sure to bring copies to your
area.
SUBMISSIONS ·· We're always on
the lookout (after all, we are 11le
Cnm1 Nest) for well-written artides thata cover issues affecting
campus life. If you have an artide
you'd like to submit for our
consideration, send it to
usfaowsnest@yahoo.com as an
.rtf or .doc attachment. You can
also leave a copy of the artide in
the (row1 Nest mailbox, located
in the Oub room in the Campus
Activity Center. We wekome
submissions from faaJity, staff
and students alike.
LmERS- lhe Crow1 Nest
welcomes letters to the editor. To
be considered for publication,
letters must be 150 words or less.
Please indude full name, position
(e.g. student farulty, ett), email and telephone number for
'll!rification purposes only. E-mail
letters to the editor at
usfaowsnest@yahoo.com. lf a
letter is selected for publication,
it w~l not be reworded in any
way, If it must be cut for length,
the author will be contacted.
Letters are chosen at the discretion of the ed~orial board.

As soon as Santa appeared on his
Iraq to shame. Incidentally, there is
singing Happy Birthday Jesus. In fact,
the holiday was probably created more
float at the Macy's Thanksgiving Day
something really degrading about 20
Parade, waving to all the children on
for pageantry than historical impor·people rwnmaging through a huge
tance when other holidays were
the verge of hypothermia, the country
DVD bin at once like a group of homehijacked and pieced together like
knew what time of year it was. Now
less people looking for money in a
Frankenstein's monster.
that Christmas has passed, let's look
garbage can. And you people know
That is irrelevant, however, because
back and reflect on the time of year
who you are. .
How did all of this·happen? How do ' Christians, and others, have accepted
that is supposed to appeal to even the
. December 25 as the day that Christ
hardest of hearts.
people who are semi-normal330 days
was born. And with that comes more
A day after sitting down to a dinner
of the year turn into capitalists on PCP
with family and offering thanks, the
the last 30?
than gift giving, but you would never
time had finally come to give. And
Not to get overtly religious, but the
know it.
what says giving better than the day
reason is probably because the "t" in
The religious nature of the day has
Christmas is silent. In fact, I'm
been not erased, but segregated from
after Thanksgiving? A day when the
the holiday. The nativity scene has
surprised that a movement hasn't
entire country wakes up early in the
gotten farther and farther away from
morning just so we can spend our hard · begun to remove the "t" altogether.
the tree, and most people are blinded
earned money for others.
Christ has slowly faded away into the
spectacle of the Christmas horizon,
by their own ignorance to see it.
A day that exemplifies everything ·
And why should they? With half-off ·
Christmas is about All of the ideals
and the holiday sea5on is what
remains.
prices, who can keep track of these
Christmas was built upon are on .
display. Like selflessness, kindness and
I'm traveling into the world of cliche things?
Honestly, at what other time of year
self-sacrifice.
again by claiming that the religiQus
It is definitely a day our country
nature of Christmas has disappeared,
can you get 20 percent off of the
should be proud of because it brings
but I assure you that all of those dayGeorge Foreman grill? And with deals
like that, no one'expects the pillaging
out the best in people. Like when a
. after-Thanksgiving shoppers were not
man showed me a remarkable sense of
of every store that ends in "Mart" to
celebrating the ~irth of Christ by
giving.in a parking lot at K-Mart. So
getting 10 percent off The Magic
stop next year.
Bullet.
Is it too much to expect, however,
what if he was giving me the fmger?
The point is that he cared enough to
The world must be so sick of hearthat we adq a little context ~o a holiday
do it. Or how about·all of the people
·ing how commercial Christmas has
that is supposed to represent gratitude
become and that the holiday has
who were so courteous as to yell in my
to the almighty God and not the
ear to get out of the way? All so they
become a burlesque of a once meanalmighty dollar? And for those of you
wouldn't run me over. Ah, yes, what a
ingful day. But when atheists are celewho don't believe in any higher being,
beautiful day it was.
_brating Christmas, a word that literally
then the least you could do is not run
And what a horrible season it has
me over with your shopping cart, i,n
means Christ's Mass, there might be
become. To say that Christmas is too
something to those claims.
~hich case my God will put you in
Don't get this confused with the
commercial is such a cliche that any
hell.
In a few months, a smaller battle
ridiculous war between Merry Christoutrage is ~ecliately dismissed a.s .
mas and Happy Holidays that is
will begin because the holiday that has
being self-righteous. I would say those
to do with that bunny comes around. I
people have forgotten the true meaning created out of group boredom and the
of Christmas, but it's doubtful that they irresistible opportunity for certain loud believe it has something to do with
knew the meaning to begin with.
individuals to stand on their respective
Christ as well, but isn't the Easter egg
And those who claim to know what
soapboxes.
hunt way more important anyway?
the season is about are probably the
I'm not naive enough to believe that
the holiday was created just so we
--· Chris George is asenior in the journalsame ones who put on a show of, what
could be like the soldiers in "Full Metal ism program at USF St. Petersburg.
looked like to me, a legal form oflooting that would put New Orleans and
Jacket'' and march back and forth,

· ·UR'· R6~j~Q.LIO~'~AN9:~R·ES.UM.E'•..
SOund good? It could be youl
Apply to be The Crow~ Nest's new assistant editor.
Send ~sume, cover letter and clips to usfaowsnest@Vahoo.cor
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• From dining to decor, Chipotle serves up awinner

BY CHRISTINA
CASTELLANA

STAFF WRITER

"But Chipotle is not
your average fast
food restaurant. Yes,
the food is prepared
quickly and is .
tailored to satisfy
one's taste, but this
eatery provides the
fast food patron with
something more..."

Chipotle. To many people, the name of
meal is the possible expansion
Mayan collages
this New Wave fast food restaurant
of one's waistline. At a whopcreated by Chipoconjures such excitement and enthusiasm
tle's hired artist
ping two pounds (depending
on number qf ingredients) the
that on any given day, a line of famis,h ed
Bruce Gueswel
adorn the walls and
bllrrito packs 1,000 calories and
folks will trail from the serving counter to
the entrance doors. The· menu is short and
40 grams of fat.
add a hint of
sweet, and everything on it is made with
ancient ethnic
For those who don't count
calories, or have no concept of
fresh ingredients. From the tacos to their
beauty with a
fat grams, let's just say if you're
famously large and delicious burritos,
modern flair.·A.
·Chipotle serves great food at sensible
medley of industrial toe-tapping beats is·
not an Olympic swimmer, a soccer player
or marathon runner, the burrito is ·not a
piped in through speakers, which
prices.
The average meal (drink included)
wise choice for everyday eating. For the
completes the dining experience.
average student or faculty member, a trip
comes to roughly $7, and the qu3.!ity of the
According to the Chipotle Web site, the
restaurant's motto "Food with integrity" is
food and generous portions make every
to Chipotle every once in a while can be a
penny well spent.
based on his.fer,vent desire to provide
very good thing.
Ingredients are kept in heated metallic
Chipotle customers with the best meat and
produce. The
bins behind a glass shield so customers can
see what they are getting and choose from
restaurant only uses
a variety of fillers and toppers. Sides like
meat from naturice and pinto beans or a basket of tortilla
rally-raised cows,
chips can accompany any meal. Tacos and
chickens and pigs;
burritos can be filled with whatever one's
that means these
hungry stomach desires, including a selecanimals graze
tion of sauces that accommodate everyspacious fields
Chipotle comes from
Chipotle
instead of factories
one's heat tolerance. Chipotle also serves a
"Nahuatl xipotliis;' an early
delectable selection of fruit drinks that
780 Fourth St. N.
and have not been
cool down the after-effect of spicy entrees.
American-Spanish word
St. Petersburg, Fl33701
injected with any
defined, according to
Phone:727-895-6050
But Chipotle is no1 your average fast
hormones or antibiDictionary.com, as "a ripefood restaurant. Yes, the fqod is prepared
otics. According to
the Chipotle Web .
jalapeno pepper that has
quickly and is tailored to satisfy one's 'taste,
site, it also rewards
but this eatery provides the fast fo.o d
been dried and smoked for
patron with something more. The moment
.use in cooking:'
For more information about
farmers who use
customers step i'1side Chipotle, they are
Chipotle, visit their Web site at
healthy practices as
www.chipotle.com.
·
greeted with an attractive indu~trial design
opposed to mass
decor. The mix of metal an~ wood creates . production. .
a unique and inviting environment where
The only drawChipotle is owned by
friends,
an~ colleagU.es
gather
back to consuming
McDonald's.
for leisurely lunch or dinner. Intricate
a delicious Chipotle

ABOUT

Chipotle
History·

Get there

learn more

Guess what...

·a

'family

can

DINING FLAIR -- Chipotle's.unique design incil
collages created by Chipotle's hired artist Bruce Gues\
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State Theatre spruces up, showcas~s
its diversity
·· · ·· ··
• An original, relaxed atmosphere and eclectic_acts help make
downtown St. Petersburg's State Theatre a unique concert venue
BYMEGHAN RULISON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
death metal band "Despe).'ate
When John Bodziak
Cry;' described the State Theatre
purchased the State Theatre in
of five years go as a "delightful
March 2005, he hoped to offer a
diorama of dirt and darkness:'
different type of concert experience from that provided by other He remembers it had a pretty
modest bar, not many places to
local venues. Even one popular
sit and being very loud.
spot owned by Bodziak.
The walls of the main lobby
The State Theatre, located at
are now bordered by electric
687 Central Ave., holds
guitars, all of which have been
anywhere from 10 shows on a
signed by artists who have
slow month to 22 shows on a
performed either at the State
busy month, an~ is known for its
Theatre or Jannus Landing.
mix of local and nat~onal acts.
Bodziak is the founder of
Bodziak has also installed granite counters and rtew carpeting
Jannus Productions, which he
on the second floor balcony and
created with the purchase of
another downtown St. Petershas added a second bar and
burg concert venue, Jannus
mobile game room to the first
floor.
Landing, in 1997. He said his
"The arcade games in the
company puts on close to 65
percent of the concerts that take
game room are portable;' said
Ken Jobson, manager of the State
place in St. Petersburg.
Theatre. "We take them out for
Bodziak explained that part
of his interest in buying the State
shows that ar~ aimed for older
people, providing more drinking
The_atre was to provide· a venue
space, and we bring them back
for bands that couldn't necessarin for shows that attract a
ily fill a place like Jannus Landyounger audience:'
ing, which holds close to 1,500
people. Because the State Theatre
can accommodate
about 500 people, it
is easier for lesser
known acts to sell
out a show.
Since Bodziak's
purchase, he's been
bringing more
The building now occupied by the State
nationally known
Theatre opened in 1924 ~s Alexander
bands to the State
National Bank. The bank lasted only two .
Theatre. It is now.
years, and the building became host to a
more common to
succession of tenants until the·State
s·ee acts like Oar,
Theatre opened up in 1949.
Yellowcard or Alter·
. bridge on the weekend, while. local
bands are show• February 3-- Luna Halo
cased during the
• February 9-- George Clinton & PFunk
week.
. • February 10 -- Average White Band
Th,e vent1e's
• February 20 -- Thrill Kill Kult
decor has also been
Visit www.stateth.eatreconcerts.com for
upgraded. Alex
concert times and ticket fees.
Rolfe, who use to
perform with the

ABOUT

the State Theatre
History of the State Theatre

Upcoming Concerts

of metal and wood elements as well as Mayan

IL .

STATE THEATRE
STAGE -- (TOP

,. f
~
l

.

. . n!
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PHOTO) The State
Theatre has played host
to a variety of musical
acts over the years. In
the next couple of
months, groups as
diverse as The Fabulous
Thunderbirds, Thrill Kill
Kult, and Steel Pulse
will take to the stage.

LOBBY AREA -(MIDDLEPHOTO) Four
guitars adorn a wall of
the main lobby at.the
State Theatre.

STREET FRONT -·(BOTIOMPHOTO) The
exterior of the State
Theatre is distinguished
by its three main bays,
each of which contain a
pair of ionic columns on
a block base.
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Got something to sell? Need a roommate?
Looking for the perfect employee?

Advertise in The Crows Nest!
Contact Advertising Manager Michelle
Bocchino at mbocchin@mail.usf.edu for more
information and our ad rates. Be sure to ask
about discounts for USF student organizations
and repeat advertisements.
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Confessions of a former wunderkind wannabe
BY SCOTT WACHTLER

CONTRIBUTING
COLUMNIST

"I'm now the older
guy in your classes...
the guy who notices
that you talk to ine
with some type of
undeserved
deference just
because I'm older
. than you:'

After an almost 15-year layoff, I have
now been back at USF for over a year. Back
in 1989, my first attempt at a college
education came to an unceremonious halt
when the folks in the Registrars Office
kindly asked me to leave USF simply
because my GPA had dipped below 2.0.
At the time I blamed USF. It didn't
occur to me that hanging out in the dorms
(this was in Tampa), smoking pot, not
handing assignments in on time or studying for tests were factors. In my mind,.!JSF
failed me! Plus, I didn't need no book
learning anyhow. I was going to be some
type of college dropout wunderkind who
was all set to write the great American
novel. .
For the .first few years I thought I was
on my way. I had a short story published in
a major magazine, a good job and I was
writing every day. I was set on showing all
those teachers at USF who failed me just

what they missed out on.
Skip ahead 14 years. I noticed that I still
only had one short story published, I was
far too old to be considered a wunderkind,
and because the good job I had was now a
full-time dead end snooze-fest of a career, I
hardly had a chance to write anymore.
I went back to .a local junior college in
order to repair the damage the younger me
did to my GPA and eventually was able to
re-register at USF.
I'm now the older guy in your classes.
I'm the guy who's almost the same age - or
older - than some of your teachers. I'm the
guy who notices that you talk to me with
some type of undeserved defereflce just
because I'm older than you. That deference
is strange to me because I still feel like I'm
one of you since we're all learning.
I'm often reminded of a time during my
first college try when a buddy and I went
to an 8 a.m . Humanities class a little hung-

over, more than likely a little buzzed, and
giggled our way though the professor talking about how some popular m~sio could
be considered poetry. A guy who was
probably close to the age l am now stood
up to comment on that. I remember that
he actually stood up like he was in 12-step
program or something. He was wearing a
ratty jean jacket - with matching ratty
jeans of course. The Led Zeppelin T-shirt
underneath completed the "That 70's
Show" cliche perfectly.
He commented on poetry in music and
how when he was younger he never really
understood the line in the Pink Floyd
song, "Time," off the "Dark Side of the
Moon" album that goes, "And then one day
you find/Ten ·years have gone behind/No
one told you when to run/you missed the
starting gun:'
He went on talking about how when he
was younger he thought he'd have all the

time in the world to do things, and now
that he was older he wished he had that
time back. This dude's meditative moment
was totally lost on us.
Back at the dorm, my buddy and I had
a good time making fun of the dude, but
now that I look back on this moment I
reali.ze that he was right all along. Of ·
course, no one could have told me this
back then. I had to come to that conclusion
on my own.
So here I am - too old to be the
wunderkind that I once thought I'd be just trying to fit in, get my degree and
hoping that I don't come off looking to you
like the dude in the ratty Zeppelin shirt.

--· Scott Wachtler is an undergraduate
student in the journalism program at USF St.
Petersburg.

N£WS FROM STUD£Nt 11F£
WHAT'S ·
HAPPENING...
Harborside LIVE! Zero Duval
Wednesday, January 25
4:00-5:30 pm
Harborside Lawn

R£AD·THIS.~.
Student Government needs
U!
Wednesdays at 4:30 pm
Davis 130
Representatives needed for
all colleges!
"~

Alain Nu-Mentalist
(as seen on TLC)
Friday, January 27
6:00pm Davis 130
Sponsored by Harborside
Activities Board
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FIT411F£~.·.
Great New Classes
Pilates
Water aerobics ·
Strength, agility, quickness
Step Aerobics
$30 for all of these classes for the
whole semester fo~ students &campus
recreation pass holders
$50 for all others

~--rF-I=I.sat.JS'::'.la

Issues for Spring 2006
-New student union
-Increasing student involvement on campus

Visit us
·online at
www.stpt.usf.edu/studentlife

Continuing ·classes
Middle Eastern Dance
Salsa Dance
Judo
Karate - 2 styles
Prices vary for each class

STUD£NT 1Jf£ PROGRAMS AND S£RVJC£S AR£ PAID fOR BY STUD£NT f££S
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Coming'Soon

itest

Movies opening in theatres Friday, Jan. 27:
• Annapolis
• Big Momma's House 2
New releases on OVDNHS Tuesday, Jan. 31:
• The Corpse Bride
• Supercross
• In Her Shoes
• The legend of Zorro

best films of

..

BY JUSTIN LOWERY
STAFF WRITER
"King Kong" and
"The Chronicles of
Narnia: The Lion,
Witch and the
Wardrobe" provided a
surge in box-office receipts late last year, but it
wasn't enough, as total revenue for 2005 experienced its worst decline since 1985 and failed
to reach $9 billion for the flrst time since
2001.
So, was it the quality of movies? Let's
review.
2005 was the year that saw Jedis, a giant
ape, Oompa, Loompas, and two guys that
crashed a lot of weddings.
The top money earner was the·easily
forgettable "Star Wars Episode III: The .
Revenge of the Sith:'
Until two months ago I would have said
that the quality of the movies was the problem. But, 1:hanks to some recent ffims by
veteran directors, including Steven Spielberg,
Woody Allen and Terrence Malick, and
contributions from new directors George
Clooney and Bennett Miller, 2005 showcased
some of the best movies o{the last decade.
These movies were so good in fact, that
illms like Miller's "Capote; about the life of
Truman Capote, and "Cache;; a superb French
thriller, just missed the top 10.
Two hilarious illms also came out in 2005:
"Wedding Crashers" and "The 40-Year-Old
Virgin:' These films made u~ laugh like we
haven~t in a long time, a feat Hollywood has
forgotten how to do in recent years.
Overall, 2005 was the year of the thriller.
Six of the 10 best illms were thrillers and each
movie could easily have been the best
in a
less competitive year.
So whatever the pro_blem is with movie
theater attendance, it ain't because of what
they're showing.
The 10 Best Films of2005:

rum

Munich
After striking out in the summer with
"War of the Worlds;' Steven Spielberg is
back with his taut political thriller about the
aftermath of the 1972 Olympic Games,
where 11 Jewish athletes were killed by
Palestinian terrorists. His fmest work since
"Schindler's list," "Munich" is a work of spectacular excitement. It has been left out of
many of the year-end critic's races, the
Golden Globes, and will very likely be left
out off th.e Oscar ballot next month. But
why? Is it too controversial? Yes and no.
Spielberg's film challenges the viewer to
discuss issues that have long been seen as
dead to both sides.

few, "Syrian~l' is an irnport~t movie in an
age where oil runs mu_ch of ~e world. It also
features some nice acting from Matt Damon
and George Clooney.

0

Good Night, and·Good Luck

The Constant Gardener --

George Clooney's frlm about broadcaster Edward R. Murrow, who helped
bring down Senator Joseph McE:arthy
during the Red Scare of the early 1950s, is
perhaps the most important movie ever
made about journalism and its message is as .
vital ever.

Along with "Syriana:• here is another
film that makes you pay attention and
think. Fernando Meirelles's fust Englishlanguage film is a smart political thriller that
has much to say to about corporations and
prescription drugs. The thriller is based
around a romance between Ralph Fiennes
and Rachel Weisz.

The Upside of Anger
Match Point'-After a number of disappointing films
the past few years, Woody Allen is back
with an adult thriller that echoes the spirit
of Alfred Hitchcock. The story follows two
Americans (played by Scarlett Johansson
and Jonathan Rhys-Meyers) who are marrying into a very rich and prominent English
family, but end up falling for one another.
By keeping himself out of the movie and
changing the location from New York to
London, Allen has put together a tightly
woven thriller that is the year's most cle,ver
film. "Match Point" would make the master
of suspense, Hitchcock himself, very proud.

Syriana -one critic pointed out that a inovie
shouldn't.make you think this much, and
while "Syriana" is heavy on plot, it's also a_
movie that makes you think why more
movies can't be this good.-With its interlock· ing stories about greed, corruption, oil, United States, 'and terrorism, too name a

nessman, to kill his main competitor for a
job he wants to land. With a script that has
several surprising twists and •turns, "The
Matador" is a comical and touching illm.

Joan Allen stars in this comedy/drama
about a sharp-witted suburban wife whose
husband has disappeared, leaving' her to
raise her four teenage daughters alone. She
ends up falling for Kevin Cos~er, an exbaseball player turned radio disc jockey.
Costner's best acting performance arl.d the
·always great Allen help make this the year's
best love story.

Walk the Line -Joaquin PhoeniX goes one up on Jamie
Foxx by doing all his own singing. "Walk
the Line" isn't about Johnny Cash's life, but
rather about how he met and fell in love
with June Carter. People often forget that at
the time that 'i\t Folsom Prison" was
recorded, Cash was outsellingthe Beatles.
"Walk the Line:' features some great acting
by Phoenix and Reese Witherspoon, but
la~ks in biographical details.

The 40-Year-Oid Virgin
Pressured by his buddies because he's
never "done it;' Steve Carell ends up falling
for a single mother and gives the year's
funniest performance in agross-out comedy
that also has a sweet side to it. Comedy is
said to be_harder to do than drama, which
makes it an easy choice on this list.

The Matador -Pierce Brosnan is no longer James
Bond but with movies like this, who cares?
Brosnan stars as an aging assassin who is
hired by Greg Kinnear, a legitimate busi-

Wedding Crashers -, Owen Wilson and Vince Vaughn, the
best comedy duo since Dayid Spade and
Chris Farley, provide huge laughs a's divorce
mediators who crash weddings in their spare
time to meet girls. As the number of
weddings they crash pile up, they learn the .
secret of true love. Along with "The 40Year-old Virgin;' "Wedding Crashers" has a
sweet side that most comedies lack. See it
for Christoph~r Walken, who steals the
show as the father of the two girls that
Wilson· and Vaughn fall for.
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Sailing Coverage
The Crow~ Nest's spring 2006 sailirig coverage
starts next week. Upcoming regatta dates are:

February 4-5:
• South Points 1
-- at Rollins College (coed)
• 2X2 Team Racing World's Qualifier
- at USF (coed)

February 11-12:

MLK Day Parade

• Spring Women's Championship
- at College of Charleston
• Mendel blatt Team Racing
-- at USF (coed)

. BAND --

(PHOTO AT LEFT) The
St. Petersburg High School band was
one of ma.ny that participated in the
21" Annual Justice Parade to honor
Or. Martin Luther King Jr. Hundreds
of citizens lined the streets to honor
the fallen civil rights leader. The
parade began at Third Avenue South
and Martin Luther King, Jr., Street
and ended at Vinoy Park.

BEADS -- (PHOTO AT RIGHT)
"Big Mike;' from 95.7 The Beat,
joined the parade while handing out
beaded necklaces.
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Apply online at
\MftMI.stplausf.eduJJtau_slng.
For more information email
houslng@stpt.usf.edu, or contact
Residence Life ot (727) 553..4162.
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USF

UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA
ST. PETERSBURG

